
Allow eligible student parents to 
submit the certification form without 
waiting for an invitation and make 
award information easier to find.

Three Ways California Can Improve Access

Make
certification
easier

Strengthen student parent data 
collection and enable colleges to verify 
eligibility directly.

Improve
identification
and verification

Provide clear, consistent information 
about available financial aid and 
integrate reminders throughout the 
financial aid process.

Expand
outreach and
communication

About the Research: Analysis conducted by Lisa Catanzarite, Ph.D. at Prismatic Research & Strategy, using 2023–24 and 2024–25 California Student 
Aid Commission data on undergraduate financial aid applicants. Findings reflect undergraduate student parents who applied for financial aid and do 
not represent all student parents in California.

fewer awards reached student parents in 
2024-2025 after federal financial aid 
application changes made it harder to 
identify and invite student parents

$300 million 
annually

in award dollars may go unclaimed due to 
challenges identifying student parents 
and streamlining their award access

Up to

The Impact of 
Administrative Barriers

32%

Financial Aid for Student Parents

Student parents must be invited and complete a 
certification form to verify they have a dependent 
under 18. This step creates an access barrier.

through the Students with Dependent Children Access 
Award is available to eligible student parents to help 
cover non-tuition expenses, like housing and child care.

But Access Requires an Extra StepUp to $6,000 in Additional Aid

Supporting Students Who Support Families: 
Reducing Barriers to Financial Aid

Learn more about student parents' demographics, academic experiences, and how they pay for college at

CASTUDENTPARENTALL IANCE .ORG/ALMANAC

Path to Accessing the Supplemental Award

131,576
    undergraduate students in 
  2023-24 applied for financial aid 
and self-identified as parents

110,425
   were offered a Cal Grant and sent
 an invite to complete the 
certification form

40,561 completed the certification form

38,534 confirmed eligibility and received the award

84%

100%

31%

29%

https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/confirmation-eligibility-students-dependents
https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/students-dependents
https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/students-dependents
https://castudentparentalliance.org/resources/ca-student-parents-almanac/
https://prismaticresearch.org/
https://castudentparentalliance.org/

